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Futures Sub-Committee on the Development of CIE Scholarship 
 
Committee members: Aaron Benavot (chair), Beatrice Avalos, Sangeeta Kamat, Ayaz Naseem, Jurgen 
Schriewer and Michele Schweisfurth 
 
Background 
 
The futures sub-committee on Comparative and International Education Scholarship was charged with: 
 

Ø Discussing the viability of establishing an award for comparative education scholarship about 
Latin America in the memory of the late Cecilia Braslavsky, former Director of the International 
Bureau of Education (Geneva) 

 
Ø Examining the criteria used by different award/scholarship committees—for example, UREAG, 

New Scholars Award, Jackie Kirk Book Award--as well as those used for awards, or recognition 
of distinction within the Society’s Special Interest Groups (SIGs). Discuss whether the current set 
of CIES awards and scholarships should be reorganized and/or standardized, and how? Consider 
whether there should be scholarships for scholars wishing to participate in CIES-sponsored 
workshops before, during and after the annual meeting.  
   

Ø Carefully considering what constitutes CIE scholarship and discussing various ideas of how to 
improve the quality of research and scholarship presented at the CIES annual meetings. 

 
 
Action item 1: Approve initiative to establish a Latin America Research Scholarship award in CIES 
 
In the summer of 2010, CIES President Maria Teresa Tatto, asked Aaron Benavot to develop a proposal 
to establish an endowment/award in Cecilia Braslavsky's memory, which would honor comparative-
international scholarship of educational issues in Latin America, and would help facilitate the 
participation of an awardee each year at the annual CIES meeting. Benavot then contacted several 
distinguished Latin American scholars and asked if they would be willing to serve on a special ad-hoc 
committee for this purpose. All agreed to do so (see below); in addition, members of Cecilia’s immediate 
family also agreed in principle to serve as honorary members. 
 
The initial purpose of the ad-hoc award committee would be to mobilized about 20,000-30,000 USD for 
the Latin American Research Scholarship (LARS). After six months or so the ad-hoc committee would 
report back to the CIES Board of Directors, indicating the amount of donations secured and ask whether, 
and under what conditions, the Society would provide 'matching’ funds mobilized from non-CIES 
sources, so that a LARS endowment could be established. The interest from the principal of the 
endowment would then be used to fund the LARS awardee to attend the annual meeting of CIES and to 
present a paper and/or give a presentation. 
 
Members of the Advancement of CIES Ad Hoc Committee, which met in Michigan, asked Benavot to 
expand on the proposal and, among other things, briefly summarize the scope and quality of Cecilia 
Braslavsky’s comparative education scholarship so that a more informed discussion of this proposal can 
be taken up by the BOD during the Montreal meeting. The actual proposal follows: 
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Proposal to establish a Latin America Research Scholarship award in honor of Cecilia Braslavsky 
 
Purpose: 
 
Several CIES members propose the establishment of a CIES-sponsored Latin America Research 
Scholarship award in honor of the late Cecilia Braslavsky1, former professor of educational sciences at the 
University of Buenos Aires, former Director of the education area at the Facultad Latinoamericana de 
Ciencias Sociales or FLACSO (1982-1993), former Director-General of educational research and 
curricular development at the National Ministry of Culture and Education in Argentina (1994-2001), 
former Director of UNESCO’s International Bureau of Education (2001-2004), long-time comparative 
education scholar, policy analyst and outstanding teacher/advisor. The main purpose of this award is to 
stimulate comparative scholarship about education in Latin America, and to disseminate this scholarship 
to CIES’s community of comparative and international education scholars.  
 
The annual award would be given to a scholar who has produced an outstanding publication or has who 
contributed significantly to advancing comparative education scholarship in and about Latin America. 
The award would help defer travel and other expenses related to participation at the annual CIES 
meetings. The awardee can either reside in Latin America or elsewhere and would be expected to present 
original research or perform an important capacity at the annual meeting (e.g., invited speaker or panelist) 
during the year of the award. Depending on the amount of funds available, and the quality of applicants, 
more than one award may be given each year.  
 
Amount of the award: to be determined 
 
Procedure: Scholars-researchers who wish to apply for the Latin American Research Scholarship Award 
in honor of Cecilia Braslavsky must be CIES members in good standing and will need to: 
• Fill out a short application form describing the nature of their proposed participation in the annual 

CIES meeting and their financial need;  
• Submit a brief CV as well as an article or publication that best represents their scholarly work in CIE; 
• Applications from PhD students should include a letter of recommendation from their dissertation 

advisor. 
 
Deadline: The application and supporting materials should be sent to the CIES Secretariat (to be 
forwarded to members of the Braslavsky LARS Award committee), no later than 2 months before the 
annual CIES conference.   
 
Disbursement of Award: The awardees will receive a check (or cash if requested) in person at the venue 
of the CIES annual conference.  
 
Members of the Latin America Research Scholarship Award Committee: 
 
Aaron Benavot, USA (Chair) 
Juan Carlos Tedesco, Argentina (former Federal Minister of Education) 
Cristián Cox, Chile 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  For	  further	  information	  about	  C.	  Braslavsky’s	  scholarship,	  see	  Silvina	  Gvirtz	  (2005)	  “Cecilia	  Braslavsky:	  Construction	  of	  the	  
educational	  field	  in	  a	  democratic	  Argentina,”	  Prospects,	  vol.	  XXXV,	  no.	  4,	  December;	  and	  Cristián	  Cox	  (2006)	  “Cecilia	  Braslavsky	  
and	  the	  curriculum:	  Reflections	  on	  a	  lifelong	  journey	  in	  search	  of	  quality	  education	  for	  all.	  In	  A.	  Benavot	  and	  Cecilia	  Braslavsky	  
(eds).	  School	  Knowledge	  in	  Comparative	  and	  Historical	  Perspective:	  Changing	  Curricula	  in	  Primary	  and	  Secondary	  Education.	  
Hong	  Kong:	  Comparative	  Education	  Research	  Centre,	  University	  of	  Hong	  Kong.	  
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María de Ibarrola, Mexico 
Inés Aguerrondo, Argentina  
Fernanda Pinenda, Co-Chair of LAC Special Interest Group at CIES 
 
Possible addition: Clementina Acedo, Director, UNESCO International Bureau of Education (Geneva) 
 
Honorary members: Prof. Dr. Silvia Braslavsky (sister), Gustavo Cosse (husband) and Camila Cosse 
Braslavsky (daughter).	  
  
 
Action item 2: Establish an Ad-hoc committee on Awards to comprehensively examine criteria used 
by all CIES-related award committees and consider options for reorganization 
 
The committee was asked to examine the criteria used by different award/scholarship committees and 
discuss whether the current set of CIES awards and scholarships should be reorganized and/or 
standardized in some way. For various reasons it decided to defer to the insights emerging from several 
other on-going committees, and recommend that an ad-hoc committee be establish by the Board of 
Directors in Montreal to examine these issues in greater depth and detail.   
 
Joel Samoff’s report provides a brief overview of the history of CIES awards and raises pertinent 
questions and issues to be discussed by the BoD. The Samoff report discusses the three major CIES 
awards--outstanding article in CER; best CIE dissertation; and Honorary Fellow award (see also annex 
below)—and several additional awards: 1) the Joyce Cain award for outstanding scholarly article that 
explores themes related to people of African descent; 2) the Jackie Kirk award for outstanding published 
book in areas of gender and education and/or education in conflict (fragile states, post conflict and peace 
education); and 3) International Travel Awards for distinguished service to CIE.  
 
In addition James Williams Jacob and Paula Hunt, who are co-chairs of the Higher Education SIG, have 
prepared a report on the state of SIGs. They compiled some preliminary information about SIGs that have 
organized or established awards-related activities. They indicate that there are basically three forms of 
recognition mentioned by SIG chairs: 
1) awards that showcase, honor or recognize outstanding scholarship on the main topic/focus of the SIG 
or its geographical region 
2) awards that recognize an individual's lifetime achievement or service in the area  
3) awards for young scholars (mainly for dissertations) who focus on the SIG topic or region 
 
At present there appears to be no SIGs providing travel awards.  
 
In general less than half of the 18 officially recognized SIGs indicate that they have established any kind 
of award, and most of these awards are to be found among the larger SIGs. Partly this is due to the fact 
that many SIGs have only recently been organized (less than 5 years), have limited memberships, few 
funds, and have yet to establish themselves fully in the Society.  
 
Finally SIG awardees mainly receive a plaque or certificate in recognition of their outstanding scholarship.  
While precise information is still lacking, the authors of the report indicate that they would be surprised to 
learn if any SIG did provide a monetary award. 
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Action item 3: Form an ad-hoc committee to continue to develop specific proposals to encourage 
scholarship in CIES and / or apply for grants to foundations or other sources to organize special CIES 
sessions with key individuals in the field to also consider such proposals 

The committee drafted a fairly comprehensive outline of how CIE scholarship is embedded in the 
activities of CIES (see below). It was recommended that this outline be further discussed and revised in 
the coming weeks and then be considered as a basis for a broader discussion of the present state of CIE 
scholarship in the Society. Different ideas as to how this process might take place will be presented in the 
final report of the ad-hoc Committee.  
 
Since the outline below advances a wide-ranging view of CIE scholarship, it was recommended that a 
forward-looking sub-committee be established, which would compile the views of many different CIES 
members with respect to each dimension of CIE scholarship noted in the outline. These views would 
eventually be integrated into a comprehensive report to the CIES Board of Directors and to the 
membership for discussion. It is expected that specific recommendations to improve CIE scholarship will 
eventually be considered.  
 
Overview of CIE Scholarship (tentative) 
 
1. Scholarship as conceived 

• Theoretical debates in CIE field 
• Overviews of past CIE scholarship, including shifts in CIE research at CIES, as well as changes 

in CIE research in relation to national/international policy contexts 
• Identification of promising research areas or issues 
• What is meant by ‘comparison’ or the ‘comparative method’ in CIE? 
• Examples of innovative analysis 

  
2. Scholarship as reported 

• Assess the nature of CIE scholarship in Comparative Education Review 
• Examine CIE scholarship in CIES Perspectives (the Society newsletter) 
• Consider a CIES-sponsored publication series to advance CIE scholarship (contact existing series 

editors eg Alex Wiseman, David Philips, Mark Mason) 
• How can CIES web sites, including Special Interest Group (SIG) sites, better disseminate CIE 

scholarship 
• Other publication outlets to advance CIE scholarship 

 
3. Scholarship as utilized 

• How is CIE scholarship utilized and applied in international agencies  
• How is CIE scholarship used in education-focused NGOs  
• How is CIE scholarship incorporated in development of national education policies and included 

in the debates and discussions of national education reform 
• How can CIE scholars engage with policy-makers in order to facilitate the appropriate utilization 

of CIE scholarship? 
 
4. Scholarship as taught 

• Compile information on CIE degree programs in the US and elsewhere 
• Compile information about specific CIE courses that are offered in secondary or post-secondary 

institutions by analyzing course syllabi (Loyola Univ project) 
• Examine CIE scholarship as found in professional development workshops (e.g. IIEP) 
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• Developing a pool of powerpoint presentations to be distributed via the CIES web site 
 
5. Scholarship as remembered/honored 

• Promote and disseminate histories of CIE scholarship 
• Expand and make more accessible the CIES archives 
• (Re)Consider awards to CIE scholars and scholarship 

 
6. Scholarship as networking 

• What roles do national and regional CIES meetings play in the development of CIE scholarship? 
• What should be CIES’s involvement in other national CIE societies and in the WCCES? 
• In what ways should CIES support the inclusion of non-USA based CIE scholars? 

 
This outline can be further modified at the Board of Directors’ meeting in Montreal. BoD members are 
asked to contribute ideas of whether, and how, this outline might serve as a catalyst for future discussions 
and debate.    

 

Annex: List of previous CIES Awardees 

List of Honorary Fellows 

1987         
Claude Eggertsen (d.) 
C. Arnold Anderson (d.) 

1990        
Harold Noah 
Philip Foster (d.) 

1991         
Mary Jean Bowman (d.) 
Andreas Kazamias 
Gerald H. Read (d.) 
R. Murray Thomas 

1994         
Max A Eckstein 

1997         
Noel McGinn 

1998         
Don Adams 

1999         
Rolland Paulston (d.) 

2000         
Elizabeth Sherman Swing 

2001         
Norma Tarrow 

2002        
Mathew Zachariah 

2003         
Robert Arnove 

2007 
Joseph P. Farrell 
William M. Rideout  

2008 
Vandra Masemann 

2009 
Martin Carnoy 

2010 
John Hawkins 
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George Bereday Award Recipients:  Best Article in the Comparative Education Review 

Stephen Carney, "Negotiating Policy in an Age of Globalization: Exploring Educational 
"Policyscapes" in Denmark, Nepal, and China" 53(1): 63-88, 2009. 

Vincent Dupriez, Xavier Dumay and Anne Vause, “How Do School Systems Manage Pupils’ 
Heterogeneity?”, 52(2): 245-273, 2008. 

Collette Chabbott, "Carrot Soup, Magic Bullets, and Scientific Research for Education and 
Development", 51(1): 71-94, 2007. 

Tahir Andarabi, Jishnu Das, Asim Ijaz Khawaja and Tristan Zajong, Religious School 
Enrollment in Pakistan: A Look at Data, 50(3): 446-477, 2006. 

Mariette De Haan and Ed Elbers, Peer-tutoring in a Multi-ethnic Classroom in the 
Netherlands: A Multi-perspective Analysis of Diversity, 49(3): 365-388, 2005. 

Jackie Kirk, Impossible Fictions: The Lived Experiences of Women Teachers in Karachi, 48(4): 
374-95, 2004. 

Reitumetse Obakeng Mabokela and Jean A. Madsen, Crossing Boundaries: African American 
Teachers in Suburban Schools, 47(1): 90-111, 2003. 

Michel Welmond, Globalization Viewed from the Periphery: The Dynamics of Teacher Identity 
in the Republic of Benin, 46(1): 37-65, 2002. 

Simon Marginson and Marcel Mollis, The Door Opens and the Tiger Leaps: Theories and 
Reflexivities of Comparative Education for a Global Millennium, 45(4): 581-615, 2001. 

Peter Demerath, The Cultural Production of Educational Utility in Pere Village, Papua New 
Guinea, 43(2): 162-192, 1999.  

Karen Mundy, Educational Multilateralism and World (Dis) Order, 42(4): 448-479, 1998. 

Abby Riddell, Assessing Designs for School effectiveness Research and School Improvement in 
Developing Countries, 41(2): 178-204, 1997. 

Aaron Benavot, Education and Political Democratization: Cross-National and Longitudinal 
Findings, 40(4): 337-403, 1996.  

C.D. DiStefano, A. Heurle, H. Huajaneu, H. Hyona, J. Lindeman, P. Neimi, and E. 
Poskiparta, Primer as Socializing Agents in American and Finnish Schools, 39(3): 280-298, 
1995. 

James Robinson, Social Status and Academic Success in South Korea, 38(4): 506-530, 1994.  

Elaine Gerbert, Lessons from the Kokugo Readers, 37(2): 152-180, 1993.  
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Jean Davison and Martin Kanyuka, Girls’ Participation in Basic Education in Southern 
Malawi, 36(4): 446-466, 1992. 

Stepphen W. Raudenbush, Somsri Kidchanapanish, and Sang Jin Kang, The Effects of 
Preprimary Access and Quality of Educational Achievement in Thailand, 35(2): 255-273, 1991. 

Vandra Masemann, Ways of Knowing: Implications for Comparative Education, 34(4): 463-
473, 1990.  

Peter A. Easton and Simon M. Fass, Monetary Consumption Benefits and the Demand for 
Primary Schooling in Haiti, 33(2): 176-193, 1989. 

Frederick W. Wirt, The Chief Education Officer in Comparative Perspective, 32(1): 39-57, 
1988. 

Joseph J. Tobin, David D. H. Wu, and Dana H. Davidson, Class Size and Student/Teacher 
Ratio in the Japanese Preschool, 31(4): 533-549, 1987.  

Steven J. Klees, Planning and Policy Analysis in Education: What Can Economics Tell 
Us? 30(4): 574-607, 1986. 

Joseph P. Farrell and Ernesto Schiefelbein, Education and Status Attainment in Chile: A 
Comparative Challenge to the Wisconsin Model of Status Attainment, 29(4): 490-506, 1985.  

Catherine C. Lewis, Cooperation and Control in Japanese Nursery Schools, 28(1): 69-84, 
1984.  

Gary L. Theisen, Paul P. W. Achola and Francis Musa Boakari, The Underachievement of 
Cross-National Studies of Achievement, 27(1): 46-68, 1983.  

George Pscharopoulos, The Economics of Higher Education in Developing Countries, 27(1): 
139-159, 1982.  

Alan Sica and Harland Prechel, National Political-Economic Dependency in the Global 
Economy, 24(2), part 2: 180-196, 1981.  

Catalina H. Wainerman, The Impact of Education on the Female Labor Force in Argentina and 
Paraguay, June 1980. 

Gail Kelly Award - Outstanding Dissertations 

2010               Kristin Phillips for her dissertation Building the Nation from the Hinterlands, Participation, 
Poverty, and Education in Rural Tanzania, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2009. 

2009                Peggy Kong for her dissertation entitled Old Man Moves a Mountain: Rural Parents’ 
Involvement in their Children’s Schooling, Harvard U., 2008. 

2008                Ernesto Treviño for his dissertation entitled Are Indigenous Schools Promoting Learning 
Among Indigenous Children in Mexico?, Harvard U., 2007. 
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2007                Kara Brown for her dissertation entitled Learning the Language: International, National, & 
Local Dimensions of Regional-Language Education in Estonia, Indiana University, 2006 and to David 
Suárez for his dissertation entitled Creating Global Citizens: The Emergence and Development of Human 
Rights Education, Stanford University, 2006. 

2006                Susan Shepler for her dissertation entitled Constructions of Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone, 
University of California at Berkeley, 2005. 

2005                Nancy Kendall for her dissertation entitled Global Policy in Practice: The "Successful 
Failure" of Free Primary Education in Malawi, Stanford University, 2004. 

2004                Peiying Chen for her dissertation entitled Acting otherwise: Institutionalization of 
women's/gender studies in Taiwan's universities, University of Southern California, 2003. 

2003                Jennifer Chan-Tiberghien for her dissertation entitled The Rise of a Woman's Human 
Rights Epistemic Network: Global norms and local education redefining gender politics in Japan, Stanford 
University, 2003. 

2002                Sarfaroz Niyozov for his dissertation entitled Understanding Teaching in Post-Soviet, 
Rural, Mountainous Tajikistan: Case Studies of Teachers’ Life and Work, Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education, University of Toronto, 2002. 

2001                Helen Nolan Boyle for her dissertation entitled Quranic Schools in Morocco: Agents of 
Preservation and Change, University of Pittsburg, 2000. 

2000                Sandra Gillespie for her dissertation entitled South-South Transfer: A Study of Sino-African 
Exchanges, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto, 1998. 

1999                Sandra Louise Stacki for her dissertation entitled Partnerships and Processes for Teacher 
Empowerment: Rays of Hope for Female Teachers in India, Indiana University, 1998. 

1998                Gustavo Fischman for his dissertation entitled The Dilemma of the Second Mothers’ 
Teaching: Gender and Struggle over Education in Argentina, University of California at Los Angeles, 
1997.           

1997                Seana M. McGovern for her dissertation entitled Education and Modern Development in 
Subaltern Societies: An Analysis of Academic Knowledge Production in the Field of International and 
Comparative Education, Penn State University, 1996. 

1996                Anne Hickling-Hudson for her dissertation entitled Literacy and Literacies in Grenada: A 
Study of Adult Education in the Revolution and Afterwards, University of Queensland, Australia, 1995. 

1995                Anthea Taylor for her dissertation entitled Negotiating Aboriginal Identity in an Urban 
Context: Implications for Education, University of Technology, Perth, Western Australia, 1994. 

1994                Catherine Marguerite Raissiguier for her dissertation: Racial and Gender Identity 
Formation in the Schools: Case of Working Class Girls form Algerian and French Decent in a French 
Vocational School, State University of New York, Buffalo, 1993.	  	  


